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The 33rd Annual conference of Soil Science Society of Nigeria “Ekiti 2009” will be holding at Odua Hall, University of Ado-Ekiti, Ado-Ekiti from 9th – 13th March 2009.  All Soil Scientists, Agronomist, Environmentalists Policy Makers, must endeavour to attend the conference.





“Ekiti 2009” will be a spectacular conference apart from scientific paper presentation; topical issues affecting the practice of soil science in Nigeria will be discussed during the Annual General Meeting (AGM). All Soil and Environmental Scientists are requested to ensure that they present papers at the conference.  The Local Organising Committee (LOC) of the 33rd Annual Conference has assured SSSN Newsletter that papers presented at the conference would be published in high quality proceedings of SSSN.





I am using this medium on behalf of the LOC to invite you to the 33rd Annual Conference of SSSN which will be holding at Odua Hall, University of Ado-Ekiti, from 9th to 13th March, 2009.





The theme of the Conference is 





MANAGEMENT OF NIGERIAN SOIL RESOURCES FOR ENHANCED AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY.  





CALL FOR PAPERS


The LOC hereby invites Abstracts and full papers reporting original research works on the theme or any of the sub-themes listed below:


Soil Genesis and Classification


Soil Fertility and Integrated Nutrient Management

















REPORT OF THE 32ND ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF SOIL SCIENCE SOCIETY OF NIGERIA “YOLA 2008”





	Soil Scientists, Farmers, Policy Makers, Environmentalists and other stakeholders numbering over eight hundred, gathered between 10th and 14th March 2008, at the Multipurpose hall, Federal University of Technology, Yola.  The theme of the conference was “Soil and Water Resources Management for Sustainable Environment and Economic Empowerment” 





The Opening ceremony was chaired by Dr. Aminu Ahmed Chiroma, the Provost, Federal College of Education, Yola.  In his opening remarks, he observed that the theme of the conference “Soil and Water Resources Management for Sustainable Environment and Economic Empowerment was timely as our country is taking all necessary efforts towards the achievement of the millennium development goals.  According to him, Nigeria is having an alarming growth rate of 3.5% and with the drastic fall in the duration of our rainy season, there was better time than now for Nigerians to brain storm on issues geared towards reduction of poverty and extreme hunger.  The Vice Chancellor Federal University of Technology Yola, Prof. Abedullahi Y. Ribadu, in his speech before declaring the conference open expressed his happiness  to host the 32nd Annual Conference of SSSN not only because of the importance of soil as the basic requirement for crop and animal production, but also considering the well chosen theme of the conference.  He pointed out that management of resources was a problem in Nigeria particularly resources like soil and water which are misconceived to be infinite.  He hoped that Soil Scientist who are interested in the study of soil in its widest spread and applications would come up, at the end of the conference, with practical management tools that will address the problems of desertification, erosion, declining soil fertility, contamination etc in Nigeria.





In his presidential address, Prof. V.O. Chude, expressed his delight for the privilege and honour to welcome all the participants to the 32nd Annual Conference of SSSN, holding in Yola, the capital of Adamawa State “The Land of Beauty”. He welcomed in a special way, his Excellency, Rear Admiral Murtala Nyako (rtd) who was at the time, former governor of Adamawa State (he has long been reelected as the Governor of Adamawa State) and Mallam Isa   Yuguda, the Executive Governor of Bauchi State, who were the Special Guest of honour of Soil Science Society of Nigeria.  The President apologized to members of the SSSN for the inability of the society to hold the conference last year, 2007 which was due to poor funding and other logistic problem.  The President pointed out that Soil Science Society of Nigeria has come a long way in the service to Nigeria’s agriculture.  Since its founding in 1968, the Society has concentrated efforts to the application and promotion of scientific approaches on the utilization of Nigeria’s land resources in soil classification and mapping, soil fertility management, land clearing and development, soil and water conservation.  According to the President the thrust of the Society’s contribution to the advancement of agriculture in the present time is how soil science can become an effective tool in integrating economic objectives in land use with environmental concerns for sustainable development to prevail in Nigeria.  The Society will pursue this new approach to a logical conclusion.





Over 100 technical papers were presented during the conference in three parallel sessions spread over two days.  About 80 full length papers were submitted to the LOC for possible publication in the proceedings.





At the end of the conference the following communiqué was issued by the society.





OBSERVATIONS:


Arising from the deliberations at the conference, the following observations were made:














The Soil Science Society of Nigeria (SSSN) appreciates Government’s drive to alleviated poverty through sustainable agricultural and food security programmes.  In particular, government efforts on projects such as Soil Fertility Initiative, Presidential Crop Based Initiatives (Rice, Cassava, Cotton, Cocoa, etc), including those in the National Programme for Food Security (NPFS), are highly commended.  It is our hope that these projects will facilitate increased crop production, revenue generation from exports reduces dependence on crude oil, empower and improve farmer livelihood.





The attention of SSSN has been drawn to the continued mismanagement of our soils and water resources, and attendant environmental degradation caused by farmer sand other land users.  The Society re-emphasizes that no Nation can develop if soils, water, and environment are degraded. A systematic collection, collation and digitization of information on Nigerian soils are advocated for specific crops and ecological zones. This will aid planning, national development and information retrievals.





The Society also notes with keen interest the establishment of organic and organomineral fertilizer plants by some states (Ondo, Oyo, etc) and private organizations in the country.  This has gone a long way to help complement the availability of fertilizer materials to the resource-poor farmers in these areas.  More of such initiatives should be encouraged by Government. 





The recent approval of the National fertilizer Policy by the Federal Government is highly commended by the Society.  This however, should be followed by the establishment of a functional mechanism for the enforcement of fertilizer quality control and standardization in Nigeria.








Land use Planning and Management


Organic and Inorganic Fertilizer use Efficiency


Soil Biology and Microbiology


Extension Education in Soil Resources Utilization and Remediation


Gender Issues in Soil Resources Utilization and Remediation 


Agro – Climatology


Soils and Agroforestry


Renewable Energy for Sustainable Agricultural Development


Soil Management and Environmental Issues 


Soil Information Systems in Nigeria








INSTRUCTION FOR ABSTRACT AND FULL LENGTH PAPERS





	Abstracts not exceeding 300 words, double line spaced with the paper title in capital letters centered at the top margin of the page, should be forwarded to the LOC not later than 15th December, 2008 and should be accompanied with full contact address, telephone number of the author or at least one of the authors in case of multiple authors.  Three full-length copies of papers of accepted abstract should be forward to reach the LOC Secretariat by 30th January, 2009. along with





	All accepted papers should adhere to the “Guidelines to Authors” adopted by the Nigerian Journal of Soils Science.  Scientists should adequately prepare their presentations using PowerPoint.  The Society may not allow presentation of hurriedly prepared materials














The Soil Science Society of Nigeria appreciates deeply the establishment of the Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria.  It is hoped that this will facilitate the establishment of a functional National soil research institute.





The Society keenly notes the “Green Wall Sahara Nigeria Programme” with a “Desert to Food” component in the Federal Ministry of Environment, Housing and urban Development in the eleven desertified frontline States of Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Katsina, Kano, Jigawa, Sokoto, Yobe, Kebbi and Zamfara and commends the programme for take off.





The ongoing initiative of government to promote the production of bio-fuel in Nigeria for environmental safeguard is highly commendable.





RESOLUTIONS


The Soil Science Society of Nigeria resolves as follows:





That Government should expedite action on the production of Soil Maps at detailed scales beyond the existing reconnaissance survey maps currently being used for service to farmers and other land users.  The establishment of a Nigeria Soil Information System (NIGSIS) as a tool for overall development planning is long overdue.





 That Government should, as a matter of urgency, set up the machinery for the establishment of a Soil Research Institute to address all land management problems holistically on a national scale.





That all tiers of Government, using the Pub-private Partnership approach, should establish organic based fertilizer plants to complement inorganic fertilizers in order to improve soil fertility, ensure balanced plant nutrition and sound environmental management.





 











That Government should extend the on-going “Green Wall Sahara Nigeria” programme to the nearby States in the North-east, North-west and North-central where there is over dependence on fuel wood for domestic use.





That the Soil Science of Nigeria should be involved in the planning and execution of soil-related agricultural projects undertaken to alleviate poverty and ensure food security in Nigeria, which is one of the seven-point Agenda of the Present Administration.





That Government should consider the establishment of the national commission for Bio-fuel.





APPRECIATION





The Society greatly appreciates the support of the Federal University of Technology, Yola the Governments of Adamawa and Bauchi States, the private sector other government agencies towards the successful hosting of the 32nd Annual Conference.





Dated this 13th day of March, 2008.





Signed


Prof. V.O. Chude


President, SSSN





OBITUARY 


It is with a heavy heart but with gratitude to God, that we announce the loss to death by the Society of two of our eminent soil scientists:


Prof. E.J. Udo, Professor Emeritus of Soil Chemistry, University of Uyo, Akwa-Ibom State


Prof. J.S.C. Mbagwu, Professor of Soil Physics/Conservation, University of Nigeria Nsukka


Both Professors have since been buried.  SSSN Newsletter will carry a brief resume of the two demised eminent scientists in our next issue. 





Editor of SSSN Newsletter


DR. A.O. ANO


SOIL SCIENCE LABORATORIES


NATIONAL ROOT CROPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE, UMUDIKE – ABIA STATE


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:aoanoh@yahoo.com" ��aoanoh@yahoo.com�  





Abstracts should be sent as e-mail attachments to the following addresses





� HYPERLINK "mailto:soilsnigeria2009@ymail.com" ��soilsnigeria2009@ymail.com�





� HYPERLINK "mailto:soilsnigeria2009@gmail.com" ��soilsnigeria2009@gmail.com�





Dr B. Osundare


LOC Secretary, Ekiti 2009 University of Ado-Ekiti PMB 5363, Ado-Ekiti


Email: biodunosundare@yahoo.com    


                                                


Dr A. S. Fasina


LOC Chairman, Ekiti 2009 University of Ado-Ekiti, PMB 5363, Ado-Ekiti


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sundayflash@yahoo.com" ��sundayflash@yahoo.com�


Phone: 08060369936, 07057803916, 08030201552.








CONFERENCE FEES


Corporate Membership -  N 50,000 per annum


Annual Dues 		 -   N 5000 (Members)


-   N 2500 (students)





Registration 		 -  N 3000 (members)


			 -  N 1500 (students)





Life Members (≥ 50 yrs)  N 50,000


	          (≤ 50 yrs)    N 75,000





Conference Dinner     -     N 500


Field Trip                         N 1000





NOTE: 


Avoid carrying cash about. Pay your conference dues, Annual dues, and any monies you are owing Soil Science Society of Nigeria online at any branch of First Bank of Nigeria PLC.





Account No:  4064030010195





Branch:  First Bank of Nigeria Plc, Abuja





Name on Account:  Soil Science Society of Nigeria
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